
LiteratureLiteratureMOSDOS PRESSMOSDOS PRESS

Ruby

STUDENT ACTIVITY WORKBOOK
COMPANION TO

Ed

uc
ators transmitting

appropriatevaluesandacadem

ic
ex

ce
lle

nc
e Mosdos

Press
Mosdos Press
Cleveland, Ohio



ISBN  #  0-9801670-3-5   Student Activity Workbook
COPYRIGHT © 2009
MOSDOS OHR HATORAH, CLEVELAND, OHIO
All rights reserved. Printed in the U.S.A.
This publication is protected by copyright and all duplication or reproduction is prohibited. Storage in a retrieval system, or transmission in
any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise are also prohibited. This copyright will be strictly
enforced. For information contact Mosdos Press, 1508 Warrensville Center Road, Cleveland Heights, Ohio 44121.

Editor-in-chief

Judith Factor

design/composition DIRECTOR

Carla Martin

senior editor

Abigail Rozen

copy editor

Laya Dewick

instructional text writers

Abigail Rozen, Rifky Amsel

text and curriculum advisor

Rabbi Ahron Dovid Goldberg

LiteratureLiteratureMOSDOS PRESSMOSDOS PRESS

acknowledgments



The Things That Matter
Leah’s Pony  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .2
Supergrandpa  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8
Two Big Bears  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .14
Mom’s Best Friend . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .20
The Tiger, the Persimmon and the Rabbit’s Tail  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .24

Clarity
Sato and the Elephants  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .28
Amelia’s Road  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .36
The Hatmaker’s Sign  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .40
Dad, Jackie, and Me  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .46
And Now the Good News  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .50

Head, Hands, Heart
Eddie, Incorporated  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .56
Heatwave!  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .62
The Wright Brothers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .68
The Imperfect/Perfect Book Report  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .72
Justin Lebo  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .78

UNIT One

Table of Contents ~ iii

UNIT Three

table of contents

UNIT Two



Caring
Earthquake Terror  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .84
The Gift  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .92
Toto  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .98
Owl Moon  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .104
Homeward the Arrow’s Flight  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .108

Determination
Underwater Rescue  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .116
The Seven Children  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .124
The Garden of Happiness  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .128
One Grain of Rice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .132
Maria’s House  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .136

The Grand Finalé
The Bridge Dancers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .140
Dancing Bees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .146
Name This American  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .150
Boss of the Plains  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .158
Stone Fox  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .164

iv ~ Table of Contents

table of contents

UNIT four

UNIT five

UNIT six



Ed

uc
ators transmitting

appropriatevaluesandacadem

ic
ex

ce
lle

nc
e Mosdos

Press



2

C
o

p
yr

ig
h

t 
©

 M
O

H
. A

ll 
ri

g
h

ts
 r

es
er

ve
d

.

Unit One: The Things That Matter ~ (Textbook p. 4)

Leah’s Pony

Activity I

VOCABULARY

agriculture
auctioneer

clutched
collateral

cultivate
debt

drought
gullies

sow
withered

1. Abe’s parents owned an antique shop. He and his sister, Jean, would often make up stories about
the buyers and sellers who came into the shop. If an old woman came into the shop, a bag
_____________________ (held onto tightly) in her hand, Jean would say something like, “I bet
she was born a princess, and is selling the last of her jewels because she has become so poor.”

2. If a young man came in to sell something, Abe would say, “Oh! I’ll bet he’s gotten himself into
_____________________ (something that is owed) by borrowing money to pay for that
motorcycle parked outside.”

3. Part of owning an antique shop involved going to auctions to buy antiques to sell in the store. Abe
and Jean loved hearing the _____________________ (the person who conducts the auction)
auction off the pieces for sale.

4. Often, there would be other auctions held right in the same place. One week, the auction included
many tools and vehicles used in _____________________ (farming).

5. Some tools were to be used for harvesting; others were used to _____________________ 
(help the plants grow) the ground and ready it for planting. 

6. All sorts of interesting characters turned out for the farm auctions. One week, a farmer brought a
big, fat _____________________ (an adult, female pig) to auction off. 

7. The other farmers laughed. “What kind of tool is that?” hollered one. “It ain’t a tool,” he hollered
back. “It’s _____________________ (property promised as guarantee for a loan) that I’m putting
up if someone will give me the loan of their tractor.”

8. “What happened to your tractor?” bellowed another farmer. “Well,” said the farmer, “first we had no
rain at all. We had a regular _____________________ (a long period of dry weather).”

9. “The crops dried up and _____________________ (shriveled). The ground was as hard as rocks.”

10. “Then the rains came. They made all kinds of holes and _____________________ (small valleys
and ravines made by running water) in the ground. My poor old antique tractor just can’t handle that
kind of job.” My parents, hearing the word “antique,” bought the old tractor to use as part of a
display in front of their store, and a farmer loaned him a tractor. Everyone went home happy.
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Leah’s Pony

Activity II

VOCABULARYName ____________________________________________

3

Words are tools that we use to express our thoughts. If we organize words into groups the way a worker
organizes his tools, we will be able to find them when we need them. In Leah’s Pony, you learned six
words having to do with farming. Put them in the middle drawer of your tool chest. You learned three
words connected to money. Put them in the bottom drawer of your tool chest. One last word remains.
Put it in the top drawer of your tool chest.
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Unit One: The Things That Matter ~ (Textbook p. 4)

Leah’s Pony

Questions

COMPREHENSION

In-Depth Thinking
1. What was the same and what was different for Leah’s family before their land was struck by the

drought and after their land became part of the “Dust Bowl”? List two things that remained the
same and two things that changed.

2. Many close bonds and friendships appear in this story. Write down examples of at least two of
them.

3. What do you think will happen now that the auction is over?

Drawing Conclusions
4. Why do you think Leah’s parents first spoke in hushed voices but later shared their troubles with

her?
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5. Mama was very resourceful and reused many items in order to save. Can you think of some ways
you can reuse items in your daily life to avoid waste?

6. Leah had an idea that turned out to be very helpful to adults. Think of a time when you provided
adults with an idea or suggestion. How was the idea received? If you have never had an experience
like this, you may make one up.

One Step Further
Parting with precious belongings is not easy for adults or children. Imagine that you had
to auction off some of your own possessions to help your family. Write a paragraph that

includes the answers to the following questions. What items would you choose and what price would
you attach to them? Would you cooperate with the family auction and be proud to contribute or would
you be angry and resentful?
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Leah’s Pony

Questions

COMPREHENSIONName ____________________________________________
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Unit One: The Things That Matter ~ (Textbook p. 4)

Leah’s Pony

Contrasting

GRAPHIC ORGANIZER

Leah’s Pony is about sacrifice. Sacrifice means giving up something that is very precious to you, for the
sake of someone (or something) else. People make a sacrifice hoping it will make a bad situation better.

In Leah’s Pony, many people make sacrifices. Fill out the chart below by telling what the person could
have done if he or she were more selfish. Then, write down what each character actually did.

What Each Could Have Done What Each Did

Farmer One

Farmer Two

The neighbors could have bid on the They remained silent.
The Neighbors tractor and animals and gotten a 

real bargain.

Mr. B.

Leah

Whose sacrifice do you think was the greatest? Why do you think so?
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Leah’s Pony

Visual Images

GRAPHIC ORGANIZERName ____________________________________________

Leah’s Pony is a tale of hard times and soft hearts. The author helps us to feel the beauty of the
countryside and the harshness of the weather by using images. An image is a “picture” that a writer
“draws” with words. An image helps you to imagine what the author is describing.

Here is an example: 
“That whole summer, Leah and her pony crossed through cloud-capped cornfields.”

In the exercise below, answer the question in each picture frame with a phrase from
the story. Then, choose one of the phrases and draw a picture of it in the last picture
frame. On the line under the frame, write the phrase.

How did the pony’s coat look

after it was brushed? How tall did 
the corn grow?

How hard did the 
wind blow, some days?

How did the farm look when

the grasshoppers came?

Leah raced her horse past a deserted house. How did 
the house look?




